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General guidelines
Newspapers: Politiken and Jyllands-Posten. For Berlingske Tidende front pages are coded.
Time period: July 1 2009 to June 30th 2010. Coding is done for every other period of two weeks. Front pages are coded for all days.

Sections: First sections and business sections. Pages clearly containing foreign news, fond reports, debate, culture and sport news are excluded. Correspondence columns, small notices and notes about persons are not included. A typical small notice will be about 20 lines in one or two columns.

Unit of coding: Interest group appearance in a news story

Coding process: Coding is done based on e-papers. Data is entered directly into an online database. A maximum of six groups are registered in each news story.
Definition of interest groups: Associations of individuals, firms, governmental institutions or other groups (not running for general elections). Both local and national groups are included. International groups or groups from other countries are only included if they appear in a Danish political context. Intergovernmental organizations such as EU, UN or OECD are not coded.
The following are considered interest groups:

· Religious groups for example Hizh-but Tahrir
· A-kassernes Fællesråd

· Arbejderbevægelsens Erhvervsråd
The following are not considered interest groups:

· Political parties running for national or European level elections and their affiliated youth organizations

· EU-lists

· A-kasser

· Pensionskasser

· Organizations’ service units (for example Landbrugets Rådgivningscenter)

· Think thanks (CEPOS, CEVEA)

Variables at article level 

Var. A1 Coder ID
ID number for the student making the coding 
1
Anne

2
Ulrik

3
Mads

4
Ria

Var. A2 Article ID 
Five digits
Coder ID plus consecutive ID Number for each coder

Var.  A3 Date 
Six digits
yymmdd 

Var. A4 News paper
1 
Jyllands-Posten 
2 
Politiken 
3 
Berlingske Tidende 

Var. A5 Article position 
1 
Front page of first section 
2 
First section 
3
Other sections

Var. A6. Page Number in section
two digits 

Var. A7 Title (full title) 
Alphanumeric 

Var. A8 Policy Area 
1
Macroeconomics 
2
Personal and Civil Rights 
3
Church 
4
Refugees and immigrants 
5
Health 
6
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
7
Labour market
8
Education 
9
Culture, sports and games 
10
Environment 
11
Energy 
12
Traffic and Infrastructure 
13
Legal and Justice issues
14
Social and family issues 
15
Housing 
16
Business and consumer issues 
17
Defense, security, disasters
18
Research, Technology, IT, telecommunications and mass media
19
Foreign affairs 
20
EU 
21
Greenland and Faroe Islands 
22
The public sector generally 
23
The relationship between the central and local level, including regional policy and local politics
24
Politics in general 
25
The royals
26
Miscellaneous 
See policy agendas codebook for more detailed coding information

Var. A9 The article is clearly not politically relevant 
1
Politically relevant
2
Not politically relevant (if coded here the only information to be coded is organization name and ID)
Option 2 is only used if the article is clearly not politically relevant. If the article refer to public policy, politicians, government units or the like it is always considered politically relevant.


Var. A11. Reference to EU authorities in the article (court, commission, council of ministers, European Parliament, Members of EP) 
1
Yes 
2
No

Var. A12 Reference to one or more present ministers in the article 
1
Yes 
2
No 

Var. A13 Reference to other parties or politicians in the article 
1
Yes 
2
No 

Var. A14 Reference to national public officials or government entities (ministry, agency or similar) in the article 
1
Yes 
2
No
Var. A14a. Name of national government entity

Alphanumeric


Var. A15 Reference to public board, council or committee in the article 
1
Yes 
2
No 

Var. A15a Name of the public board, council or committee
Alphanumeric 

Var. 16 Number of groups in the article 
two digits. A maximum of six groups pr. article will be coded.
  
Variables at the group level 

Var. AO17 Group name 
Alphanumeric 

Var. AO18 Nationwide or local interest 
1
Nationwide group
2
Local interest group (if coded here no further coding) 
3
Other (if coded here no further coding)

Groups operating on par with national groups are coded 1 (for example Greenpeace Scandinavia)


Var. AO19 Group ID 
From group database 

Var. AO20 How does the group appear? 
1
The group or its representative has authored the article
2
The group is quoted directly 
3
The group's views or actions are referred 
4
The group is mentioned by others 
9
Other appearance
If more than one option is relevant the first option in the list is coded.

Var. AO21 What does the group work for?

1 The group works for benefits for members, group or cause

2 The group fights cutbacks for members, group or cause

3 The group both fights cutbacks and works for benefits 

4 The group does not clearly fight cutbacks or work for benefits



Var. AO22 Is the mentioning of the group positive or negative? 
1
The publicity must be considered mainly positive for the group 
2
The publicity must be considered mainly negative for the group 
3
The publicity must be considered neutral for the group 

Var. AO23 Does the article mention mobilization activities of the group? (Strikes, demonstrations, happenings, petitions) 
1
Yes 
2
No 

Ordinary group activities such as meetings and conferences are not included.
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